THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
coast between Carthage and Urica.1 We may suppose that he took
advantage of the fact that the Musulmans were just then fully
occupied in Sicily. But a few years later Italy, to the north of the
Byzantine cities, was completely at the mercy of the Musulmans.
Brindisi and Tarento were ravaged (838), Ban conquered (840),
and the Byzantine and Venetian fleets were defeated. In 841 the
Musulmans ravaged Ancona and the Dalmatian coast as far as
Cattaro. And Lothair, in 846, made no secret of the fact that he
feared the annexation of Italy.2
In 846 seventy vessels attacked Ostia and Porto, when the Musul-
mans advanced, ravaging the country, to the very walls of Rome,
profaning the church of San Pietro. The garrison of Gregoriopolis
was unable to check them. They were finally repulsed by Guido
di Spoleto. Lothair's expedition in the following year did not
succeed in recovering Bari.
In 849, at the instigation of the Pope, Amalfi, Gaeta and Naples
formed a league against the Saracens, and assembled a fleet at
Ostia; the Pope, Leo IV, going thither to bless it.3 It won a great
naval victory over the Saracens. At the same time, the Pope sur-
rounded the Vatican city with a wall, the enclosed area being
known as the Civitos Leonina (848-852).4
In 852 the Pope settled some Corsican refugees in Porto, which
he fortified, but the new town did not prosper. He also created
Leopoli, to take the place of Civita Vecchia, now emptied by the
terror which the Saracens inspired.5 At the same time he restored
Orta and Ameria in Tuscany, to provide a refuge for the inhabi-
tants at the time of the Musulman raids.6 But this did not prevent
1	hajrtmann, op. dt.t vol. HI, p. 179, observes that this was the only overseas
expedition which the Franks attempted. Cf. richter and kohl, op. dt., p. 260.
2	m.g.h. capit., vol. II, p. 67. Provence was again pillaged in 849. hartmann,
op. cit., vol. Ill, p. 224. And again in 890. m.g.h. capit., vol. II, p. 377.
8 JAJFE^-WATTENBACH, Regesta, p. 330.
4	m.g.h. capit., vol. II, p. 66. In 846 Lothair ordered a subscription through-
out the Empire in aid of the erection of this wall.
5	HARTMANN, Op. dt.9 Vol. HI, p. 213-
6	jaff£-wattenbach, Reglsto, No. 2959. The Italian coasts were ravaged,
in 872.
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